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THE EDUCATION OF BLIND CHILDREN.’ 


By the late SIR ARTHUR PEARSON, Bart., G.B.E. 


ce ate President and Flon. Treasurer of the National Institute for the Blind; Author of 
** Victory over Blindness.” 


LIKE all things that have come to stay, the development of educa- 
tion among our blind youth has been gradual. In this short article I 
desire to draw attention to a new educational enterprise which is full of 
‘promise. 

“The Cedars,” a college in which blind girls can receive higher 
education, is the latest venture of the National Institute for the Blind, 
the headquarters of which are at 224, Great Portland Street, London, 

W.1. That such acollege was necessary had been becoming increasingly 
obvious owing to the marked successes obtained by pupils of Worcester 
College for Blind Boys. This term no fewer than ten of the boys are 

in residence at Oxford University, one, who has entered St. John’s 
College, having performed the astounding feat of passing his examination 
hia Theoretical and Practical Chemistry. The curriculum at Worcester 
is almost without exception the same as that of any other public school. 
Higher Mathematics, Algebra and “Graphs” hold no mysteries for these 
sightless boys. Practical Chemistry, Euripides and Cornelius Nepos, 













1 This article was sent to us shortly before the untimely and tragic death of the late 
Sir Arthur Pearson. By the passing of this heroic soul and wise benefactor the Empire 
has lost a leader of rare courage, unquenchable optimism, clear mental vision, bound- 
‘less sympathy, and sound practical common sense. His noble service in the cause of 
the blind and for the sake of necessitous children will give him a permanent place 
_among our great national philanthropists. We understand that it has been proposed to 
_establish a Sir Arthur Pearson Memorial Fund. for the assistance of the work of St. 
Dunstan’s, the National Institute for the Blind, and other bodies devoted to the educa- 
tion and welfare of those who dwell in darkness. The Fresh Air Fund to provide 
necessitous town children with a country holiday. willalso participate. For the sake of 
the brave life which is deserving of all honour and the noble services to which the 
fullness of that life was dedicated, we feel sure that such a Memorial will find a ready 
response throughout the British Commonwealth.—EDITOR, THE CHILD. 
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Gibbon’s “Fall of Rome’—all these “trials” of our own youth are 
absorbed by the boys with an avidity strangely lacking in the majority 
of ordinary schoolboys. The reason is simple. There is comparatively 
little to distract their minds. Should one of the masters have cut him- 





CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS LABORATORY AT WORCESTER COLLEGE FOR THE BLIND. 





A TIRED LITTLE JOCKEY AT ‘‘SUNSHINE HOUSE,” THE BLIND BABIES’ HOME. 


self while shaving, the resultant scar goes unnoticed, whilst in a sighted 
school it would be the cynosure of all eyes. But this power of con- 
centration has also its dangerous side. Unless a blind child’s mind is 
fully occupied, morbid introspection sets in—more especially in the 
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case of those who have gone blind recently—with resultant damage 
to the intelligence and general health of the individual. ; 

It is an incontrovertible fact that very few parents who have blind 
children realize what is best for them. Either they molly-coddle them 
until they have entirely lost all self-reliance, or they make them sit down 
—in all their darkness—and tell them not to move for fear they should 
either hurt themselves or break something. This mental incarceration 
to which many people unwittingly consign their sightless kin is un- 
doubtedly the worst state of the blind. 

Self-reliance is developed at Worcester College, the boys actually 
walking into the town—a matter of a couple of miles—and doing odds 
and ends of shopping for their masters. Rowing, which is recognized 





A TEA PARTY AT ‘‘SUNSHINE HOUSE,’ THE BLIND BABIES’ HOME. 


as a sport at which the blind can excel, is a feature of the athletic side 
of their training, and so successful have they been that every blind boy 
undergraduate from Worcester who has gone up to Oxford in the past 
has been tried for his college boat. They have their own boat house on 
the River Severn, and many are the trophies won by the college over 
sighted schools. Chief among the professions taken up by ex-Worcester 
boys on leaving Oxford are the law, school teaching and the Church. 
It is interesting to note that an old Worcester boy has gained a knight- 
hood and a D.C.L. | 

With this record of achievement before us the necessity for a sister 
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college became apparent, and through the great kindness of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Batty, “The Cedars” with its forty acres of grounds was 
presented to the National Institute for the Blind, and thus the Girls’ 
School for the Higher Education of the Blind came into being. The 
partially-sighted girl whose sight is not good enough to read ordinary 
print is eligible to enter the school as a pupil. A highly specialized staff 
has been obtained, of whom Miss Phyllis Monk, M.A., formerly of 
Girton College, Cambridge, is Principal. There is a resident trained 
nurse and gymnastic instructor for remedial exercises. The building is 
a stately old mansion on the foothills of the Chiltern Hills, situated at 
Chorley Wood, and about twenty miles from London. Immediately in 
front of the house are the famous old cedars, from which it derives its 
name, and which are said to be over 300 years old. This scent, together 
with that of the roses which grow in profusion round the house, steal 
lingeringly into the class rooms where the blind girls are at work. 
Gardening they take a keen interest in, and many of the vivid glowing 
flower beds are the work of their sensitive fingers. Pupils from the age 
of seven are taken. The fees have been placed at a moderate figure, and 
some scholarships are still available. There is still accommodation, for 
another twenty-five pupils. Religious knowledge, English history, 
geography, mathematics, science, modern languages, classics, domestic 
and other arts and crafts, music, gymnastics, dancing, gardening and all 
forms of outdoor exercises, such as are taught at an ordinary public 
school, are taught at “ The Cedars.” | ; 

On a still summer day the laughter of little children can be heard 
lilting across the Downs from Sunshine Home, a few hundred yards 
away. Here we have established the Blind Babies’ Home, where 
children of both sexes are kept until they reach the age of five. The 
effect of environment on the blind is nowhere more in evidence than in 
this home. Taken from drab surroundings and immersed in sunshine 
and laughtér the babies respond to transplantation in identically the 
same manner as plant life in the hands of a skilled gardener. ‘‘ What 
do we teach these babies ?”’ In every sense of the word ‘to make light 
of their blindness.”’ 

The blind of all ages should realize that blindness is but a handicap 
and not an abysmal crater from which there is no emerging, while those 
who come in contact with a blind person should remember that constant 


reminder that one is blind by some tactless word or act is quite as 


harmful as constant reiteration to a patient ‘ How ill you look !”’ 


15, Devonshire Street, W. 1. 
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CHILD WELFARE AND PAINLESS CHILDBIRTH.” 


By Ceci, WEBB- Jonsson, M. Beaten. 


Author of “ Painless’ Childbirth and /Twilight Sleep.” 





In my book ‘‘ Twilight Sleep’ I state that “if our homes are to # 
be brightened once mofe with the silver/treble laughter of infant voices 7 
and ourselves gladdéned by the clutch/of little fingers round our necks, : | 
woman must claim, as her right, all/the benefits of painless childbirth. a 
For the prospect of a painless d ivery brings to patient womanhood #= 
the long-deferred reward of its eydurance, through the weary centuries #™ 
of preventable torture, and offérs to the nations the hope that, agony 4 
ended, there shall arise once/more the beauty of full. homes and once 
again be heard the music of pattering feet about the hearth. We need @ 
woman’s help to replace the glorious dead. Henceforth to the love of # 
little ones given her by/her husband’s grace will be added the glory § 
of the knowledge that/each boy shall be a pledge to the world for # 
peace. The message/ is ringing out through the world that mother- & 
hood shall be attended no longer by/€rucifixion of the flesh, and that 
science has overthrown and conquered thé familiar threat ‘in sorrow 
shalt thou bring forth.’ ”’ . 

Women will/insist with Afresistib! force and logic that a nation ae 
which spent five to eight shillion pounds a day on war which means” 
death, shall not hesitate ‘to I sfovnaing for life by furnishing at 














the expense of the State ideal suyroundings and accessories to health fe 
which shall foster and accompany woman’s duty of maternity. Large | 
sums of money afid much for sight are expended,on the breeding of § 
racehorses, prize dogs and cats. Is woman less valuable in herself } 
and her progeny? Sooner/or later the State “will have to face the} 
question, for the dignity gf womanhood is the dignity of the State § 
and of world civilization. / Presuming then that painless childbirth is | 
free from danger to Fee and child and Will encourage women once @@ 
again to resume the re ponsibilities of motherhood and destroy the @ 
influence of Malthusiayl teaching which diminishes our population, fe 
naturally the reader will inquire how/painless childbirth can benefit @ 
the child. 

For a long time I have held ay much of the infant mortality and 


morbidity is due to cS labour, for it has never been } 


\ 


, 


Photomount 
Pamphlet 
Binder 


Gaylord Bros.Inc, ' 


"Makers 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
PAT. JAN 21, 1808 








